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her attorneys, as well as Shopen.

He was an active man in the community for any cause
that served the progress of the City of Elgin. He was a
very popular public speaker, and in 1919, became presi-

’ iety of Elgin. By that time, he was
he © have young presidents for the Old
0 was considered old.

The west elevation of their house is a collection of three

ifferently detailed dormer types. The north side of the house
features six different styles and shapes of window or louvered
openings placed in seemingly random pattern. The south
elevation is a collage of detailed gable-end elements, shown off
nicely by the multi-colored paint job. The highly stylized,
elongated brackets play a leading role in the interesting
composition of this side of the house. Originally, the house
had a shingle roof stained the same color as the face shingles,
giving the entire upper half of the house the look of one large
expanse without so much as an eave or soffit to break the
continuity. The architecture is classically derived, and yet
imaginatively interpreted -- showing a designer of unusual
talent.

And speaking of talent, Bill & Cathy McDonald, the
current owners, have only been here since October, and they
have already taken on the overwhelming project of rebuilding
the front porch. As true preservationists, they dismantled the



old porch, stripping and repairing what they could, and rebuilt
from what already existed. But, during their first summer in
their new old house, there was no porch floor, and not being
able to use the front entrance, they couldn’t even enjoy the
lovely verandah.

There is a lot more to this house to enjoy besides the
porch, though. As you enter, you'll notice the intricately
patterned leaded glass door, which leads you into a foyer filled
with rich wood tones in quarter-sawn oak. Stained glass
windows sparkling with ribbony patterns in greensand browns
catch your eye at the staircase. There were probably French
doors separating the foyer from the parlor at one time.

The working fireplace in the parlor, the floors, and the
mouldings are all of quarter-sawn oak. There was oncea door
leading to the back porch from the right of the fireplace, which
has been closed up and walled over. And the two sections of
the parlor were probably at one time divided by columns or
half walls, but those too, have been eliminated.

The McDonalds have been collecting antiques for 20
years, and are proud to show off their old upright piano in the
parlor as well as the old photographs you see framed on the,
walls, which are all of family members.

mouldings to the built-in linen closet.
built-in dressers in the closet, excep

Nextdoor at 109 Hill is the original home of William and
Lena Bultmann. William was the production superintendent
of a local piano and organ factory. Lena's brother, Henry
Ackemann, lived at | 10 Hill. The Ackemann family was quite
prominent in early Elgin, having begun the Ackemann Depart-
ment Store.

Before you continue down Hill Avenue, you might con-
sider taking a short stroll in the other direction, south to
Division, and then east to Porter Street.

33 North Porter is an example of Shingle style, with a
Queen Anne porch. It was built for $4,300.00 in 1892 for
Frank Cornell, manager of the Creamery Pa¢Rage Manufacturing
Company.




